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2009 CGS/University Microfilms International
Distinguished Dissertation Award

Fjeld of Competition: BIOLOGICAL AND LIFE SCIENCES

INSTRUCTIONS FOR NOMINATIONS

Nominations: Each regular member institution of the Council of Graduate Schools may nominate one
person in the field of biological and life sciences. The effective date of degree award, or the completion of
doctoral degree requirements and dissertation, must fall in the period of July 1, 2007 to June 30, 2009, inclusive, for
each nominee selected. Such degree award or completion is to be confirmed by the institution's graduate dean or
other administrative officer responsible for doctoral degree programs.

Materials: Each nominee must prepare an abstract (not to exceed 10 pages) of his or her dissertation,
typed double-spaced on 8-1/2" x 11" white paper. In addition, appendices containing nontextual materal, such
as charts or tables, may be included. The pages should be numbered, and each should bear the name of the
nominee. Letters from three referees selected by the nominee, evaluating the significance and quality of his or her
dissertation work, are to be included in the nomination materials. One of these letters is to be from the nominee's
dissertation supervisor, another from a member of the nominee's dissertation committee, and the third from a
person of the nominee's choice. The institution’s graduate dean or equivalent institutional officer should
send six (6) copies each of the following to the Award Committee: abstract, nomination form, and letters
of reference.

Deadline: All materials are to be submitted to the Award Committee at the address below. They must be
postmarked by Tuesday, July 31, 2009, in order to be considered. None of these materials will be returned. A
small number of finalists will be selected from among the nominees, arid the Committee will review their complete
dissertations. Only the winners will be notified prior to December 3.

Award: ‘The CGS/UMI Distinguished Dissertation Award, consisting of an honorarium of $2,000 and a certificate
of citation, will be presented at the annual meeting of the Council of Graduate Schools, December 2-5, 2009, in San
Francisco, California. Reasonable travel expenses of the recipients will be paid.

Criteria: The Council of Graduate Schools will name an Award Committee whose members have established
records in the disciplinary areas under consideration. At their discretion, additional consultation may be sought.
The nominated dissertations should represent original work making an unusually significant contribution to the
disciplines. Both methodological and substantive quality will be judged. The following list, although not all-
inclusive, illustrates the field considered as Brolgical and Life Sciences: biology; botany; zoology; ecology; embryology;
entomology; genetics; nuttition; plant pathology; plant physiology; anatomy; biochemistry; biophysics; microbiology;
pathology; pharmacology; physiology; and related fields. Also included are agriculture, forestry, and related fields.

Address: All nomination materials should be sent to the following addtess by July 31, 2009:

The Council of Graduate Schools, Dissertation Award Committee
One Dupont Circle, NW, Suite 230, Washington, DC 20036-1173.

Please Note: The CGS/UMI Award operates on a two-year cycle in regard to fields of competition. The fields of
competition for 2010 will be Social Sciences and Mathematics/Physical Sciences/and Engineering;
for 2011, they will be Biological/Life Sciences and Humanities/Fine Arts.



